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INTRODUCTION TO “SEATED WITH CHRIST”: 

(Jn.14:1-3; 3:13) 

 

- Establish Paul’s apostolic authority – Eph. 1:1, Lk.10:16 

- There’s confusion (in certain circles) about the Pauline epistles and the 

teachings of Jesus - this is best addressed from scriptures (2 Tim. 2:15 AMP). 

- Then there’s the issue of the proceeding “Word” (Mt. 4:4). 

 

1. MIKE SMITH’S STATEMENT @ GOSIM: 

“No one can be saved apart from the gospel of Paul” 

I was uncomfortable and preparing to offer a refusal of that statement at the 

end of the session. But in the end I was the one who changed my position. 

- Jesus encounters Nicodemus (John 3:3). 

- Nicodemus asked the million dollar question (Jn. 3:4); my mother asked 

me a similar question years ago as I shared the gospel with her. 

- But Jesus gave a “christianese” answer, offering no real clarity to 

Nicodemus’ question (Jn. 3:5-6). 

- Did Jesus want Nicodemus saved? YES, but why then did He not simply 

tell him what to do? 

- We have to rightly divide the word (Mt. 5:17-18, Rom. 10:4;  

Gal. 3:24; 4:4). 

 

- It was Paul who later told us how to be born again (Rom. 10:9).How did 

Paul know this? I’ll address that shortly. 

THE REASONS WHY JESUS DIDN’T TELL IT ALL 

- Jesus lived and ministered under the law; and in that dispensation “no 

one could be saved” (Gal. 4:4). 

- Jesus hadn’t gone to the cross, hence the new covenant couldn’t be in 

effect (Heb. 9:16-17). 
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- The disciples were not able to bear more truth (Jn. 16:12). 

- It would be the ministry of the Holy Spirit to teach us 

 

2. THE ISSUE OF FORGIVENESS: 

Recall the Bible study in Yangon, Myanmar; where the issue of forgiveness is 

front and center. 

- Jesus taught “you must forgive to be forgiven” (Mt. 6:14-15, Mk. 

11:25-26). 

- In meantime, Jesus healed people without conditions in His ministry; all 

of whom were sinners. 

- Paul taught forgiveness from a different perspective (Eph. 1:7; 

2:8; 4:32). 

- Both encourage “forgiveness” but for different reasons. 

- Make the case for the necessity of forgiveness. 

- Under the law, you must do something to receive something. 

- Under grace, you do something because you’ve already received 

something.  

- Under the law, it’s a big “DO, DO, DO!” 

- But under grace it’s a big “DONE, DONE, DONE!” 

- When you rightly divide the word, you’ll see that there’s no 

contradiction in both what Jesus said and what Paul said. 

- They were just speaking to a different audience and in a different age. 

 

3. THE REVELATION GIVEN TO PAUL: 

- Acts 9:15; 26:16-17; 20:24 

- Eph. 3:1-5 

- Gal. 1:11-12; 15-16 
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4. TO THE SAINTS - Phil. 1:1 

- There has been much confusion in certain areas over the use of the 

word “Saints” because of how the Roman Catholic Church has used it. 

They use it to describe a special class of people who are so called usually 

after they are dead. 

- It reminds me of a friend of mine who was given a Rolls Royce and for 

many months felt so undeserving of it He was embarrassed to drive it. He 

just parked it in his garage. He felt ashamed to be driving around in a 

Rolls Royce. Truly there are very few of those cars on the road. They are 

usually used to transport dignitaries. 

- So, we today, like my friend seem to also feel undeserving to be called 

“Saints” and therefore are ashamed to consider that we are in fact 

“Saints”.  

- We are constantly reminded of our shortcomings and failures and 

therefore feel we cannot be a “Saint”. 

- True, we are undeserving. That’s why it is by “grace” and not our own 

efforts. God has made us “Saints” nonetheless. 

- Paul’s use of the word is that “all believers” are “Saints” not a special 

class of people as in the Roman Catholic Church. 

- He uses the word 40 times, always in plural and is used to describe 

believers (Phi.1:1) 

- Paul never used in singular referring to a particular person as in St. 

Peter. Except in Philippians 4:21 when he used it to greet “every Saint” in 

Christ. 

- Saint means to be holy; to be set apart. 

- This idea is further developed in his writing to Timothy in 2 Tim. 1:9 - 

the word holy in that verse is same as “Saint”. 

We see that being a “Saint” is a “gift of grace” not according to our 

works but according to His purpose and grace which was given to us “in 

Christ “. 
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- In Philippians 3:8-9, Paul further expanded on the “in Christ”   concept. 

He explains being found “in Him” not having my own righteousness, 

which is from the law (do’s and don’ts; right or wrong), but that which is 

through faith “in Christ”. 

- Clearly, we are not “Saints” because of any attainment on our part but a 

gift from God based on the richness of His grace. 

- In verse 12 of Philippians 3, Paul further explains that he had not 

already attained or perfected. Here, he’s referring to his present daily 

reality and his daily struggles. He is saying while the matter of his 

sainthood is settled in God, he still has not attained the perfection of a 

Saint. His daily experience has not matched what God had done in Christ. 

Nevertheless, he would press on until his daily reality matches God’s 

work in him. Paul is admitting that holiness is work in progress. 

- The gravest hindrance to the work of the kingdom in our lives is the 

“inward indifference” from guilt, shame and condemnation. 

- The enemy accuses us daily to cause us to doubt our identity in Christ 

(Zech. 3:1-5). 

- We stand perfect in Jesus, our Great High Priest. 

- We are not disqualified by any demerit because of the divine exchange 

that took place “in Christ”. 

- But we must be assured that God has removed our iniquities from us 

and has clothed us in His robes of righteousness. 

 

5. AT EPHESUS: ACTS 19:13-35, MT. 10:40  

Apostle John spent his last years there 

1. What was Ephesus (modern day Turkey) 

- Satan’s headquarters in Asia Minor 

- A focus of idolatry (goddess Diana) 

- Superstition  

- Manufacturing developed from making portable shrines. 
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- Moral corruption  

2. There was but one Daniel in Babylon and only one Esther in Persia - God used 

them both mightily. 

3. Therefore, we are more than enough in our locations. 

- the “fragrance of fresh flowers on a dunghill” when we truly recognize 

whose we are. 

 

5. APPLICATION: 

1. Get a revelation from the Holy Spirit - 1Cor. 2:9-10 

2. Follow His direction – Acts 16:6-8 (in 3yrs all Asia heard the word - Acts 

19:10). 

3. The Ephesians Church though not perfect was called to minister to a steeply 

superstitious and idolatry people. 

- There was stealing going on (Eph. 4:28). 

- There was lying (Eph. 4:25). 

- There was bitterness, wrath and anger (Eph. 4:31). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


